TEXT MANIACS

A

Nutritionists recommend that adults include 18g of fibre in their diet each day. One typical bowl of Crunchy Bran delivers half of that amount in one go. And getting the other half of the fibre we need doesn’t have to be hard work either.
B 

Proud mum in a million Natalie Brown hugged her beautiful baby daughter Casey yesterday and said: “She’s my double miracle.”
C 

Yes, it’s heavily influenced by Hitchcock, but then there are worse people to be influenced by. Ford is the workaholic Ivy League academic whose neglected wife (Pfeiffer) starts encountering some spooky bath-time experiences which seem to emanate from the rather chilly looking lake outside her luxurious house.
D 

There was a double eclipse in the early autumn of 1605 – a lunar eclipse on 19 September followed by an eclipse of the sun in early October. Such celestial phenomena were traditional held to ‘portend no good’.

E 

Seville is voluptuous and evocative. It has to be seen, tasted and touched. The old quarter is Seville as it was and is. Walk in its narrow cobbled streets, with cascades of geraniums tumbling from balconies and the past shouts so loudly that one can almost glimpse dark-cloaked figures disappearing silently through carved portals.
F 

Armstrong entered Purdue University in 1947 as a naval air cadet to study aeronautical engineering but his course was interrupted by service in the Korean War, in which he flew seventy-eight combat missions and was shot down on one occasion.
G 

Thirty years ago, Neil Armstrong was preparing for the most momentous step made by a human being in the twentieth century. But first he had to get there, wiggling his way out of the lunar module that had brought him and Aldrin this far.
H 

Freshly squeeze 2 oranges and pour the juice into a jug. Purée the flesh of 1 mango and pour into the jug with the orange juice. Whisk in 100ml natural yoghurt and a 15ml spoon honey, thoroughly. Pour into tall glasses over ice and serve.

I 

2wentys Flights are ready to blast off again for summer 99. It’s a new concept in flying where we give you what you want (not what some old gipper wants). Let’s face it, if you’re flying to Ibiza it’s Sasha and Digweed not Mozart and Back you’re after
J
Ensure that the electrical supply is turned off. Ensure the existing circuit to which the fitting is to be connected has been installed and fused in accordance with current L.L.L wiring regulations
K 

I contracted polio when I was two years old. I don’t remember it. But I do remember my parents telling me about the advice that the doctor gave when it was time to take me from the hospital. He told them, “Just put her in bed. She’s going to be staying there the rest of her life.”
L 

The blood vessels of the circulatory system, branching into multitudes of very fine tubes (capillaries), supply all parts of the muscles and organs with blood, which carries oxygen and food necessary for life.

Things to do with Non Fiction

Stage One: Building familiarity, or ‘playing around with texts’

Place the texts on a scale:
MOST











LEAST

Formal

Serious

Informative

Well written

Accessible

· Guess the audience – age / sex

· Guess the purpose – inform / persuade / inform – what proportions?

· Rewrite for a different audience

· Blank out key lexical words

· Change the tense

· Write the next sentence

· Write it as a story

· Draw a sketch of who the writer is

· Which is oldest / newest?


Stage Two: Developing awareness

Choose an extract from a 




, paste it onto a sheet of A3 paper, and make margin notes/arrows to show what you notice about the way the writer uses language. Say something about text / sentence and word level features.
Then, use the same genre, and create an assignment – eg a holiday brochure for a revolting place; a pensioners’ guide to skateboarding; a step-by-step guide to looking after hamsters; a marketing campaign for your school; 

Sources:

Crunchy Bran box

Sainsbury leaflet – Citrus Fruit (7/00)

Simply Spain brochure 2000

Antonia Fraser, The Gunpowder Plot, Weidenfield and Nicholson 1996

Asa Briggs, Dictionary of Twentieth Century World Biography

Andrew Marshal, The Independent, Independent, 17/7/99


Sunday Mirror, 25/7/99

2wentys Holidays brochure

Wall lamp instructions

Sue Suter, Women with Disabilities: How to Become a Boat Rocker in Life, see http://gos.sbc.edu 

Hutchinson Dictionary of Science, 1993

Film review summary, Independent, 21/10/00



Customise this handout for your own use at 

www.geoffbarton.co.uk
Travel brochure, magazine article, leaflet, guide book, instructions, autobiography, science book, film review, website … etc








